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FRAERKE -
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Many folk events on the Matsu Islands were developed
locally. Before the Mid-Autumn Festival, villages held
celebrations such as “pagoda displays” and “tower burning.”
A pagoda display, or pagoda arrangement, is the display of
handmade clay animals, including monkeys, horses, deer, and
rabbits, among others.
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Matsu Autumn Celebrahons =
2 Comlng-of Age Ritual

“Doing Chu-you” on the Matsu Islands is a coming-of-age
ceremony. The “Xie Nai” ritual during the ceremony is
designed to thank Chen Jing-gu, or Madame Linshui, for
protecting the child as he or she grows up. In Fujian and
Taiwan, the goddess Madame Linshui is worshipped as the
protector of women and children because of legends about
her deeds in protecting pregnant women and safely delivering
babies. She was canonized as “Shuntian goddess.”
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On the Matsu Islands, there are nine Tian Hou Temples
dedicated to Mazu, the Chinese sea goddess. Each temple
is unique in its own way, but the Magang Tian Hou Temple
on Nangan Island is the most famous and representative,
boasting at least seven interesting aspects.
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